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Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Chairman, I would 

yield to the desires of our ranking 
member on the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, the underlying bill of 
that amendment offers us clear choices 
on the environment. It lays before us 
the kind of choices, the kind of devel-
opment we should support. My Repub-
lican colleagues and I believe that we 
should support and expand our domes-
tic energy supply. 

This picture is a picture of American 
energy. This offshore rig produces be-
tween 100,000 and 150,000 barrels of oil a 
day from America’s Outer Continental 
Shelf. The production is clean, with a 
limited impact on the surrounding 
ocean. The impact it has causes the 
creation of a new column of ocean life 
on the legs of the platform. 

During Katrina, these did not spill 
one drop of oil, not one drop, in one of 
the worst hurricanes in American his-
tory. I believe that this clean develop-
ment is what we should produce more 
of. That is why I am going to vote for 
this bill. 

Many of our friends see life dif-
ferently. They are going to say that 
this is not the way to produce. To 
quote my friend from New York, ‘‘Let 
us import as much energy as we pos-
sibly can.’’ 

Now, I have traveled overseas and I 
have looked at oil production overseas. 
When they say, let’s import as much as 
we can, some of that production comes 
from places like this, with absolutely 
no environmental standards. And we 
are going to export our problems, ex-
port the environmental contamination 
from this country to others, all in the 
guise of making ourselves energy inde-
pendent. 

Many in the majority of Congress is 
going to vote today, and I would rec-
ommend that we very carefully think 
about the problems that we are going 
to export and think about that tremen-
dous energy industry that has devel-
oped here and is a model for the rest of 
the world. 

I thank the ranking member for 
yielding time and thank the chairman, 
and appreciate the opportunity to 
speak. 

b 1515 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 
WELCH). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-

mittee will rise informally. 
The Speaker pro tempore (Mrs. 

TAUSCHER) assumed the chair. 
f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Ms. Lorraine Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-

rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 2272. An act to invest in innovation 
through research and development, and to 
improve the competitiveness of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

NEW DIRECTION FOR ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE, NATIONAL SE-
CURITY, AND CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION ACT 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MR. CASTLE 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 15 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, I offer 
an amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 15 offered by Mr. CASTLE: 
In title VII, at the end of subtitle F add 

the following: 
SEC. ll. REPORT ON STATUS OF REGULATIONS 

WITH RESPECT TO WIND ENERGY 
PROJECTS. 

Not later than 30 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the Interior, acting through the Minerals 
Management Service, shall submit a report 
to Congress on the status of regulations re-
quired to be issued under section 8(p)(8)) of 
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 
U.S.C. 1337(p)(8)) with respect to the produc-
tion of wind energy on the Outer Continental 
Shelf. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Delaware. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I am pleased to join my colleague, 
Mr. DELAHUNT, in offering this amend-
ment today. 

The 2005 energy law required Min-
erals Management Service, MMS, 
under the Department of the Interior, 
to develop regulations for offshore 
wind development within 270 days. It is 
now 6 months past the deadline, and it 
appears we will keep waiting. The 
delay causes regulatory uncertainty 
and potential setbacks for pursuing the 
development of this renewable energy 
source. 

Our amendment to H.R. 3221 would 
require MMS to report to Congress 
within 30 days on the status of these 
regulations. We need to know the rea-
son for the delay and what can be done 
to move things along so communities 
wishing to invest in this clean, renew-
able technology can move forward. 
This is of critical importance to the 
State of Delaware, which has not only 
agreed to produce 20 percent of its elec-
tricity from renewable sources by 2020 
but has made a strong commitment to 

offshore wind resources as a component 
of its energy portfolio. 

Wind power is one of the fastest- 
growing sources of energy and contrib-
utes economically and environ-
mentally to America’s energy future. 
Electricity from wind is inflation proof 
and is not subject to the price vola-
tility of traditional sources. With 
growing concern over climate change, 
wind power offers emission-free energy 
that will diversify our energy supply 
domestically, while easing demand for 
polluting and imported fossil fuels. 

For Delaware and many other coastal 
States, our best wind resource lies not 
inland but just off our shores. I look 
forward to learning from and working 
with the various agencies to make sure 
our renewable energy resources are de-
veloped in a timely and environ-
mentally friendly manner so States 
like Delaware that have signaled it is 
time to move forward can do so. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise to claim the time in opposi-
tion to the amendment simply to ask 
some questions, though I will not be in 
opposition at the end. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gracious gentleman from 
Texas for yielding. 

I rise to support this amendment. 
As the gentleman from Delaware in-

dicated, 2 years ago Congress author-
ized the development of renewable en-
ergy from wind and wave and tidal 
sources in Federal waters, and the De-
partment of the Interior was instructed 
to establish a program in a uniform set 
of standards. This initiative was based 
on the successful example of European 
countries that are now developing 
thousands of megawatts of clean, re-
newable energy from their coastal wa-
ters. 

In Germany, the United Kingdom and 
Spain, efforts are well under way to 
identify offshore renewable energy 
sites with clear standards to protect 
the environment, wildlife and mariners 
and to provide companies with a set of 
guidelines to develop these areas. 

With respect to offshore wind energy, 
Germany has already zoned much of 
the North Sea to tap into 25,000 
megawatts of energy in the next 20 
years. Most of these projects are in 
deep water, far offshore, and using 
technologies that create thousands of 
jobs. 

Here in the United States, our coast-
al waters have the potential to gen-
erate close to 900,000 megawatts of en-
ergy, and much of this is also in deep 
water. That is an amount that is close 
to today’s electric capacity for the en-
tire Nation. We have the technology, 
the capital, and the skilled labor to de-
velop a significant amount of this en-
ergy. We could become the Saudi Ara-
bia of wind. 
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However, what we lack is the Interior 

Department’s program. After 2 years, 
we don’t even have a draft set of guide-
lines. 

There are reports that the Interior 
Department in this initiative is under-
funded, that the studies we have called 
for have not been done, and that the 
dedicated staff is overworked. We need-
ed to step in now and do what we can 
to help this effort succeed. 

This amendment will help accom-
plish that goal. I commend my friend 
and colleague from Delaware, and I 
urge its adoption. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume, 
and I yield to the gentleman for ques-
tions he may have. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I just want to 
ask the two authors a few questions. 

Is there anything in this amendment 
that might have the unintended effect 
of slowing the process down even fur-
ther of getting these regulations in 
place? 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, if there 
is anything in this amendment that I 
thought would slow down that process 
further, I would pull the amendment in 
a minute. 

The whole idea of this amendment is 
to compel them to look at what they 
are doing, give us a report, and move 
forward with it. It is in no way in-
tended, directly or indirectly, to slow 
anything down. It is an effort to get it 
done. I think we both strongly believe 
in the wind energy circumstance. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Is there any-
thing in the amendment that could be 
construed to be a roadblock for any 
specific existing project that has not 
yet been permitted? 

Mr. CASTLE. To the best of my 
knowledge, absolutely not. We have 
made the amendment very plain, very 
clear, so there could not be a roadblock 
and could not be a slow-down cir-
cumstance. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, with that understanding, I sup-
port the amendment. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Chairman, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. CASTLE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Delaware 
for yielding, and I want to commend 
him as well as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts for bringing this matter 
before the House. 

I think it is appropriate to move 
along the process of having regulations 
issued with regard to offshore wind en-
ergy, and we support this amendment 
and would urge its adoption. 

Mr. CASTLE. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman 
from Virginia; and I appreciate his sup-
port as well. I very much appreciate 
the support of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, who has been very in-
volved with this. 

I encourage support of the amend-
ment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
CASTLE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MR. WU 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 16 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, I offer an 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 16 offered by Mr. WU: 
In subtitle E of title IV, add at the end the 

following new section: 
SEC. 4417. UNIVERSITY BASED RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT GRANT PROGRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a competitive grant program, in a 
geographically diverse manner, for projects 
submitted for consideration by institutions 
of higher education to conduct research and 
development of renewable energy tech-
nologies. Each grant made shall not exceed 
$2,000,000. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—Priority shall be given to 
institutions of higher education with— 

(1) established programs of research in re-
newable energy; 

(2) locations that are low income or out-
side of an urbanized area; 

(3) a joint venture with an Indian tribe; 
and 

(4) proximity to trees dying of disease or 
insect infestation as a source of woody bio-
mass. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary $25,000,000 for carrying out this 
section. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 

has the meaning as defined in section 126(c) 
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 

(2) INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.— 
The term ‘‘institutions of higher education’’ 
has the meaning as defined in section 102(a) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 

(3) RENEWABLE ENERGY.—The term ‘‘renew-
able energy’’ has the meaning as defined in 
section 902 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 

(4) URBANIZED AREA.—The term ‘‘urbanized 
area’’ has the mean as defined by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census. 

Amend the table of contents accordingly. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentleman 
from Oregon (Mr. WU) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

I offer an amendment to invest fur-
ther in renewable energy by creating a 
university based research program for 
biomass energy research. The amend-
ment authorizes funds for competitive 
grants to support research at institu-
tions of higher education to use trees 
killed by disease or insect infestation 
for biomass energy. 

Priority will be given to research in-
stitutions in low-income or rural com-
munities, those that already conduct 
research in this field, institutions 
which can enter joint ventures with In-
dian tribes and those institutions lo-

cated near forests killed by massive 
disease or insect infestation. 

Mr. Chairman, we must capitalize on 
America’s universities for research and 
renewable energy. My amendment will 
harness universities as a resource to 
advance our renewable energy port-
folio. 

The amendment also ensures grants 
will be distributed throughout the 
United States. If fully funded, at least 
a dozen universities could be selected 
from the pool of university applicants. 

In the Pacific Northwest, the unfor-
tunate incidence of disease and insect 
infestation in our forests can be miti-
gated by turning dead trees into renew-
able energy. By targeting universities 
in rural and low-income communities, 
we create needed jobs and help develop 
those jobs in communities which fre-
quently have felt neglected in our pur-
suit of pro-environmental causes. 

Dead trees can be an opportunity to 
create clean, renewable energy, gen-
erate jobs and protect our healthy for-
ests by using our dead and dying ones 
for biomass energy. I urge my col-
leagues to support this research pro-
gram. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise to claim the time in opposition to 
the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I have more problems with the 
amendment than I do with the author, 
and maybe the author and I can talk 
here and then get together and work 
some things out. 

Actually, my problems with it is that 
we are told that it amends the biofuels 
subtitle and creates a university based 
research and development competitive 
grant program in a geographically di-
verse manner. That’s a pretty long sen-
tence there for me to try to figure out 
exactly what it means. But as I go 
down through it and see, in awarding 
the grants, it says that ‘‘priority 
should be given to institutions of high-
er education with all of the following.’’ 
I want to point out these ‘‘following,’’ 
and I know that the author is probably 
going to be able to explain them to me. 

But I remember one time in the 
Texas Senate when we had a man stand 
up and he was trying to pass a bill as 
to where all the voting machines had 
to be constructed, and they all had to 
be constructed in a county in Texas, 
and he described the county as being in 
excess of 20,000 but not in excess of 
20,003, and his county had 20,002 in it. 

Now, I don’t know if your labeling of 
these narrows it down to one institu-
tion or two institutions. I know there 
aren’t any in Texas, because we don’t 
have any Indians in Texas. But could 
you give me a little explanation on 
that? 

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, will the gen-
tleman yield? 
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Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield to the 

gentleman from Oregon. 
Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, there are at 

least several institutions that I know 
of in the Pacific Northwest that would 
qualify; and I suspect that if a fine re-
search institution in Texas were to 
team up, say, with an Indian tribe in 
New Mexico or Oklahoma, I am sure 
that many institutions in Texas would 
also qualify under these criteria. 

I would further like to point out 
that, unlike other grant programs 
which specify a handful of States which 
are to be given priority, this amend-
ment does not do that. It is designed to 
be open to schools from all 50 States. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Do you mind if I 
just lay out what is in the bill? It says 
it has to be an established program of 
research and renewable energy. That’s 
fine. 

Locations that are low income or 
outside of an urbanized area, I guess 
that’s okay. 

A joint venture with an Indian tribe, 
that’s where you start to lose me. 

In proximity to trees dying of disease 
or insect infestation as a source of 
woody biomass, that one really does 
get to me. I just don’t know how much 
biomass is adjacent to any of the uni-
versities, particularly any of the uni-
versities in my area, certainly not in 
my district. 

And the amendment authorizes $25 
million with no fiscal year designation. 
And a little bit further, it is unclear 
from the all-inclusive list of how many 
colleges and universities would be eli-
gible to receive these grants under this 
section. 

If you could just explain a few of 
those and tell me you would work with 
me before we get to the front gate, I 
would be glad to listen. 

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, will the gen-
tleman yield? 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I do yield, sir. 
Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, it is my 

recollection that Lyndon Johnson paid 
a great deal of attention to trees in 
Texas and their positive and detri-
mental nature at times. It has come to 
my attention, through my public and 
private activities in the Pacific North-
west, that we have a tremendous num-
ber of trees, some of which are dying of 
disease and insect infestation, and 
those trees become a threat to our 
healthy forests. 

b 1530 
It was the intent of this author to try 

to have a win-win by generating energy 
from dead and dying trees which are 
otherwise a threat to the healthy for-
ests which remain. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. The amendment, 
while in the biofuels subtitle, does not 
direct colleges and universities to con-
duct research and development into 
biofuels specifically. Is that right? 

Mr. WU. If the gentleman would 
yield. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. If the gentleman 
will work with me from this point for-
ward, we will withdraw our opposition 
to it, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. WU. I thank the gentleman. 
Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield back the 

balance of my time. 
Mr. WU. I yield back the balance of 

my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WU). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 17 OFFERED BY MS. GIFFORDS 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 17 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 17 offered by Ms. GIF-
FORDS: 

In subtitle D of title IV, before section 
4301, insert the following: 

PART 1—RESEARCH AND ADVANCEMENT 
In section 4302, strike ‘‘subtitle’’ and insert 

‘‘part’’. 
At the end of subtitle D of title IV, add the 

following new part: 

PART 2—DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF 
SOLAR ENERGY PRODUCTS 

SEC. 4311. DEFINITIONS. 
For purposes of this part: 
(1) The term ‘‘Board’’ means the Solar En-

ergy Industries Research and Promotion 
Board established under section 4312(b)(1). 

(2) The term ‘‘Committee’’ means the Solar 
Energy Research and Promotion Operating 
Committee established under section 
4312(b)(4). 

(3) The term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Energy. 

(4) The term ‘‘importer’’ means any person 
who imports solar energy products from out-
side the United States. 

(5) The term ‘‘order’’ means a solar energy 
product research and promotion order issued 
under section 4312. 

(6) The term ‘‘promotion’’ means any ac-
tion to advance the image and desirability of 
solar energy products with the express in-
tent of improving the competitive position 
and stimulating sales of solar energy prod-
ucts in the marketplace. 

(7) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Energy. 

(8) The term ‘‘solar energy products’’ 
means solar water heating components and 
systems and photovoltaic components and 
systems. 
SEC. 4312. SOLAR RESEARCH AND INFORMATION 

PROGRAM. 
(a) ISSUANCE OF ORDERS.— 
(1) PROPOSED ORDER.—Not later than 30 

days after receipt of a proposal for a solar 
energy product research and promotion 
order, the Secretary shall publish such pro-
posed order and give due notice and oppor-
tunity for public comment on such proposed 
order. Such proposal may be submitted by 
any organization meeting the requirements 
for certification under section 4313 or any in-
terested person, including the Secretary. 

(2) FINAL ORDER.—After notice and oppor-
tunity for public comment are given, as pro-
vided for in paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall issue a solar energy product research 
and promotion order. The order shall become 
effective not later than 120 days after publi-
cation of the proposed order. 

(b) REQUIRED TERMS IN ORDERS.—An order 
issued under subsection (a) shall contain the 
following terms and conditions: 

(1) The order shall provide for the estab-
lishment and selection of a Solar Energy In-
dustries Research and Promotion Board. In 
addition to nonpermanent members of the 
Board, there shall be two permanent mem-
bers of the Board, a representative chosen by 
the Secretary and a representative chosen by 
one of the organizations certified under sec-
tion 4313. Nonpermanent members of the 
Board shall be solar energy products pro-
ducers and importers appointed by the Sec-
retary from— 

(A) nominations submitted by eligible or-
ganizations certified under section 4313; and 

(B) nominations submitted by importers 
under such procedures as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate. 

The Secretary shall ensure adequate rep-
resentation of all geographic regions of the 
United States on the Board. 

(2) The order shall define the powers and 
duties of the Board, which shall be exercised 
at an annual meeting, and shall include only 
the following powers: 

(A) To administer the order in accordance 
with its terms and provisions. 

(B) To make rules and regulations to effec-
tuate the terms and provisions of the order. 

(C) To elect members of the Board to serve 
on the Committee. 

(D) To approve or disapprove budgets sub-
mitted by the Committee. 

(E) To receive, investigate, and report to 
the Secretary complaints of violations of the 
order. 

(F) To recommend to the Secretary amend-
ments to the order. In addition, the order 
shall determine the circumstances under 
which special meetings of the Board may be 
held. 

(3) The order shall provide that the term of 
appointment for nonpermanent members of 
the Board shall be 3 years with no nonperma-
nent member serving more than 2 consecu-
tive terms, except that initial appointments 
shall be proportionately for 1-year, 2-year, 
and 3-year terms; and that Board members 
shall serve without compensation, but shall 
be reimbursed for their reasonable expenses 
incurred in performing their duties as mem-
bers of the Board. 

(4)(A) The order shall provide that the 
Board shall elect from its membership 10 
members to serve on the Solar Energy Re-
search and Promotion Operating Committee. 

(B) The Committee shall develop plans or 
projects of research, information, and pro-
motion which shall be paid for with assess-
ments collected by the Board. In developing 
plans or projects, the Committee shall, to 
the extent practicable, ensure that all seg-
ments of the solar industry receive fair 
treatment under this part based upon con-
tributions made under paragraph (8). 

(C) The Committee shall be responsible for 
developing and submitting to the Board, for 
its approval, budgets on a fiscal year basis of 
its anticipated expenses and disbursements, 
including probable costs of research, pro-
motion, and information projects. The Board 
shall approve or disapprove such budgets 
and, if approved, shall submit such budget to 
the Secretary for the Secretary’s approval. 

(D) The total costs of collection of assess-
ments and administrative staff incurred by 
the Board during any fiscal year shall not 
exceed 5 percent of the projected total as-
sessments to be collected by the Board for 
such fiscal year. The Board shall use, to the 
extent possible, the resources, staffs, and fa-
cilities of existing organizations. 

(5) The order shall provide that terms of 
appointment to the Committee shall be 1 
year, and that no person may serve on the 
Committee for more than 6 consecutive 
terms. Committee members shall serve with-
out compensation, but shall be reimbursed 
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for their reasonable expenses incurred in per-
forming their duties as members of the Com-
mittee. The Committee may utilize the re-
sources, staffs, and facilities of the Board 
and industry organizations. An employee of 
an industry organization may not receive 
compensation for work performed for the 
Committee, but shall be reimbursed from as-
sessments collected by the Board for reason-
able expenses incurred in performing such 
work. 

(6) The order shall provide that, to ensure 
coordination and efficient use of funds, the 
Committee shall enter into contracts or 
agreements for implementing and carrying 
out the activities authorized by this part 
with established national nonprofit industry- 
governed organizations to implement pro-
grams of research, promotion, and informa-
tion. In any fiscal year, the total assess-
ments available for spending for this pro-
gram (including administrative expenses 
under paragraph (4)(D)) shall not exceed 50 
percent of the projected total assessments 
for that year. Any such contract or agree-
ment shall provide that— 

(A) the person entering the contract or 
agreement shall develop and submit to the 
Committee a plan or project together with a 
budget or budgets that shows estimated 
costs to be incurred for the plan or project; 

(B) the plan or project shall become effec-
tive on the approval of the Secretary; and 

(C) the person entering the contract or 
agreement shall keep accurate records of all 
of its transactions, account for funds re-
ceived and expended, and make periodic re-
ports to the Committee of activities con-
ducted, and such other reports as the Sec-
retary, the Board, or the Committee may re-
quire. 

(7) The order shall require the Board and 
the Committee to— 

(A) maintain such books and records, 
which shall be available to the Secretary for 
inspection and audit, as the Secretary may 
prescribe; 

(B) prepare and submit to the Secretary, 
from time to time, such reports as the Sec-
retary may prescribe; and 

(C) account for the receipt and disburse-
ment of all funds entrusted to them. 

(8)(A) The order shall provide that each 
manufacturer of a solar energy product shall 
collect an assessment and pay the assess-
ment to the Board. 

(B) The order also shall provide that each 
importer of solar energy products shall pay 
an assessment, in the manner prescribed by 
the order, to the Board. 

(C) The assessments shall be used for pay-
ment of the costs of plans and projects, as 
provided for in paragraph (4), and expenses in 
administering the order, including more ad-
ministrative costs incurred by the Secretary 
after the order has been promulgated under 
this part, and to establish a reasonable re-
serve. The rate of assessment prescribed by 
the order shall be determined by the Sec-
retary in consultation with the Solar Energy 
Industry Association. 

(9) The order shall provide that the Board, 
with the approval of the Secretary, may in-
vest, pending disbursement, funds collected 
through assessments only in obligations of 
the United States or any agency thereof, in 
any interest-bearing account or certificate 
of deposit of a bank that is a member of the 
Federal Reserve System, or in obligations 
fully guaranteed as to principal and interest 
by the United States. 

(10) The order shall prohibit any funds col-
lected by the Board under the order from 
being used in any manner for the purpose of 
influencing governmental action or policy, 
with the exception of recommending amend-
ments to the order. 

(11)(A) The order shall require that each 
manufacturer or importer making payment 
to the Board maintain and make available 
for inspection such books and records as may 
be required by the order and file reports at 
the time, in the manner, and having the con-
tent prescribed by the order. Such informa-
tion shall be made available to the Secretary 
as is appropriate to the administration or 
enforcement of this part. All information so 
obtained shall be kept confidential by all of-
ficers and employees of the Department, and 
only such information so obtained as the 
Secretary deems relevant may be disclosed 
by them and then only in a suit or adminis-
trative hearing brought at the request of the 
Secretary, or to which the Secretary or any 
officer of the United States is a party, and 
involving the order. Nothing in this para-
graph may be deemed to prohibit— 

(i) the issuance of general statements, 
based on the reports, of the number of enti-
ties subject to the order or statistical data 
collected therefrom, which statements do 
not identify the information furnished by an 
person; or 

(ii) the publication, by direction of the 
Secretary, of the name of any person vio-
lating the order, together with a statement 
of the particular provisions of the order vio-
lated by the person. 

(B) No information obtained under the au-
thority of this part may be made available to 
any agency or officer of the United States 
for any purpose other than the implementa-
tion of this part and any investigatory or en-
forcement act necessary for the implementa-
tion of this part. Any person violating the 
provisions of this paragraph shall be subject 
to a fine of not more than $1,000, or to im-
prisonment for not more than one year, or 
both, and if an officer or employee of the 
Board or the Department, shall be removed 
from office. 

(12) The order shall contain terms and con-
ditions, not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this part, as necessary to effectuate the 
provisions of the order. 
SEC. 4313. CERTIFICATION OF ORGANIZATIONS 

TO NOMINATE. 
(a) ELIGIBILITY.—The eligibility of any na-

tional, regional, or State organization to 
represent manufacturers and to participate 
in the making of nominations under section 
4312(b) shall be certified by the Secretary. 
The Secretary shall certify any organization 
that the Secretary determines meets the eli-
gibility criteria established under subsection 
(b), and such determination as to eligibility 
shall be final. 

(b) CRITERIA.—An organization may be cer-
tified as described in subsection (a) if such 
organization meets all of the following eligi-
bility criteria: 

(1) The organization represents a majority 
of manufacturers of solar energy products in 
the Nation. 

(2) The organization has a history of sta-
bility and permanency. 

(3) A primary purpose of the organization 
is to promote the economic welfare of the 
solar energy products industry. 

(c) BASIS FOR CERTIFICATION.—Certification 
of an organization shall be based upon a fac-
tual report submitted by the organization. 
SEC. 4314. REFERENDUM. 

(a) INITIAL REFERENDUM.—For the purpose 
of determining whether the initial order 
shall be continued, not later than 48 months 
after the issuance of the order (or any earlier 
date recommended by the Board), the Sec-
retary shall conduct a referendum among 
persons who have been manufacturers or im-
porters of solar energy products during a 
representative period, as determined by the 
Secretary. The order shall be continued only 
if the Secretary determines that it has been 

approved by not less than a majority of the 
manufacturers voting in the referendum 
who, during a representative period as deter-
mined by the Secretary, have been engaged 
in the manufacturing of solar energy prod-
ucts. If continuation of the order is not ap-
proved by a majority voting in the ref-
erendum, the Secretary shall terminate the 
collection of assessments under the order 
within 6 months after the Secretary deter-
mines that continuation of the order is not 
favored by a majority voting in the ref-
erendum, and shall terminate the order in an 
orderly manner as soon as practicable after 
such determination. 

(b) SUBSEQUENT REFERENDA.—After the ini-
tial referendum, the Secretary may conduct 
a referendum on the request of a representa-
tive group comprising 25 percent or more of 
the number of manufacturers of solar energy 
products to determine whether manufactur-
ers favor the termination or suspension of 
the order. The Secretary shall suspend or 
terminate collection of assessments under 
the order within 6 months after the Sec-
retary determines that suspension or termi-
nation of the order is favored by a majority 
of the manufacturers voting in the ref-
erendum who, during a representative period 
as determined by the Secretary, have been 
engaged in the manufacture of solar energy 
products, and shall terminate or suspend the 
order in an orderly manner as soon as prac-
ticable after such determination. 

(c) PROCEDURES.—The Department shall be 
reimbursed from assessments collected by 
the Board for any expenses incurred by the 
Department in connection with conducting 
any referendum under this section, except 
for the salaries of Government employees. 
Any referendum conducted under this sec-
tion shall be conducted on a date established 
by the Secretary, whereby manufacturers 
shall certify that they were engaged in the 
production of solar energy products during 
the representative period and, on the same 
day, shall be provided an opportunity to vote 
in the referendum. 
SEC. 4315. REFUNDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the period prior to 
the approval of the continuation of an order 
pursuant to the referendum required under 
section 4314(a), subject to subsection (f) of 
this section, the Board shall— 

(1) establish an escrow account to be used 
for assessment refunds; 

(2) place funds in such account in accord-
ance with subsection (b); and 

(3) refund assessments to persons in ac-
cordance with this section. 

(b) AMOUNTS PLACED IN ACCOUNT.—Subject 
to subsection (f), the Board shall place in 
such account, from assessments collected 
under section 4312 during the period referred 
to in subsection (a), an amount equal to the 
product obtained by multiplying the total 
amount of assessments collected under sec-
tion 4312 during such period by 15 percent. 

(c) FULL REFUND ELECTION.—Subject to 
subsections (d), (e), and (f) and notwith-
standing any other provision of this part, 
any manufacturer or importer shall have the 
right to demand and receive from the Board 
a one-time refund of all assessments col-
lected under section 4312 from such manufac-
turer or importer during the period referred 
to in subsection (a) if such manufacturer or 
importer— 

(1) is responsible for paying such assess-
ment; and 

(2) does not support the program estab-
lished under this part. 

(d) PROCEDURE.—Such demand shall be 
made in accordance with regulations, on a 
form, and within a time period prescribed by 
the Board. 

(e) PROOF.—Such refund shall be made on 
submission of proof satisfactory to the Board 
that the manufacturer or importer— 
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(1) paid the assessment for which refund is 

sought; and 
(2) did not collect such assessment from 

another manufacturer or importer. 
(f) DISTRIBUTION.—If the amount in the es-

crow account required to be established by 
subsection (a) is not sufficient to refund the 
total amount of assessments demanded by 
all eligible persons under this section, and 
the continuation of an order is approved pur-
suant to the referendum required under sec-
tion 4314(b), the Board shall— 

(1) continue to place in such account, from 
assessments collected under section 4312, the 
amount required under subsection (b), until 
such time as the Board is able to comply 
with paragraph (2); and 

(2) provide to all eligible persons the total 
amount of assessments demanded by all eli-
gible persons under this section. 
If the continuation of an order is not ap-
proved pursuant to the referendum required 
under section 4314(b), the Board shall prorate 
the amount of such refunds among all eligi-
ble persons who demand such refund. 
SEC. 4316. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary believes 
that the administration and enforcement of 
this part or an order would be adequately 
served by such procedure, following an op-
portunity for an administrative hearing on 
the record, the Secretary may— 

(1) issue an order to restrain or prevent a 
person from violating an order; and 

(2) assess a civil penalty of not more than 
$25,000 for violation of such order. 

(b) JURISDICTION.—The district courts of 
the United States are vested with jurisdic-
tion specifically to enforce, and to prevent 
and restrain a person from violating, an 
order or regulation made or issued under this 
part. 

(c) ATTORNEY GENERAL.—A civil action au-
thorized to be brought under this section 
shall be referred to the Attorney General for 
appropriate action. 
SEC. 4317. INVESTIGATIONS. 

The Secretary may make such investiga-
tions as the Secretary deems necessary for 
the effective administration of this part or 
to determine whether any person subject to 
this part has engaged or is about to engage 
in any act that constitutes or will constitute 
a violation of this part, the order, or any 
rule or regulation issued under this part. 
SEC. 4318. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION. 

The provisions of this part applicable to 
the order shall be applicable to amendments 
to the order. 

Amend the table of contents accordingly. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentlewoman 
from Arizona (Ms. GIFFORDS) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Arizona. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

If there is one thing that we here in 
Congress can bank on, it’s that the sun 
is going to come up each and every 
day. Solar power is a domestic form of 
renewable energy, and increasing its 
use will be good for our environment, 
good for public health, good for our na-
tional security and good for our econ-
omy. 

I hail from the great State of Ari-
zona, of course, which is rich in sun-
shine, but every single State in our 
country receives enough sunshine to 
make valuable use of solar energy. In 
addition to all the societal benefits 

that I mentioned, solar power is also a 
solid property investment. Solar panels 
installed on homes or offices enable 
families or businesses to reduce and 
often eliminate electricity bills. They 
often pay for themselves in just a few 
short years. Solar panels can increase 
the resale value of a home or a busi-
ness. Solar products are becoming 
more efficient and more attractive all 
the time and, in fact, there are several 
examples where the solar panels are ac-
tually built into and blend with regular 
roof tiles. 

Unfortunately, many consumers are 
not aware of some of these benefits of 
solar. They’re not aware of the im-
provements. A challenge for the solar 
industry to advertise and promote this 
has been addressed by another industry 
that I believe that we can learn from. 
The agriculture industry pioneered a 
mechanism called the check-off pro-
gram, and they did this to increase 
generally an awareness of a product 
rather than a particular brand. These 
programs are federally created and 
they are a proven way of increasing 
consumer awareness of a category of 
products. Almost two dozen programs 
have been created, and some of these 
we know very well. For example, in the 
milk industry, the Got Milk? cam-
paign. Beef. Cotton. Pork. The wide fa-
miliarity that we can all name in these 
campaigns is a solid testament to the 
effectiveness of raising consumer 
awareness. And increased consumer 
awareness is exactly what the solar in-
dustry needs in order to increase the 
demand for products here in the United 
States, which will be to the benefit of 
the entire country. 

I therefore offer an amendment that 
would create a check-off program for 
the solar industry. This amendment 
has been explicitly requested by the 
solar industry. It is structured to incur 
no cost for the government. All costs 
are borne by the solar industry, yet in-
dividual companies have the ability to 
opt out of the program. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment. It is a proven idea with a 
good track record. It will address glob-
al warming, energy independence, 
American competitiveness, and I be-
lieve it’s a winning proposition. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Chairman, I 
seek time for the Science Committee. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

As I read this amendment, it creates 
both a Solar Energy Industries Re-
search and Promotion Board and then 
also creates a Solar Energy Research 
and Promotion Operating Committee, 
which would be established and admin-
istered with fees assessed involuntarily 
against solar manufacturers and im-
porters. I guess one of the things that 
I’m concerned about is this will even-
tually be passed on to consumers, to 
customers, that will wind up paying it. 

I would like to know more about how 
voluntary it is. 

Actually, it creates two additional 
layers of bureaucracy for the Secretary 
of Energy to promote solar power. I 
don’t see any reason why we don’t just 
give DOE a grant to promote solar 
power, if that’s the goal for it. There’s 
no really added benefit to creating 
both a solar board and a solar com-
mittee. I don’t understand why you’d 
have to have both of those or why you 
don’t lessen it down just to one solar 
organization. 

I note that the solar manufacturers 
and importers don’t have a chance nor 
a choice as to the creation of the board 
or the payment of the fees assessed to 
promote the use of solar power. I see 
somewhere in the bill here where 
there’s a huge fine there, a civil pen-
alty, if certain things aren’t done. I 
think it’s something that really needs 
to be looked at and really needs some 
work on it between now and the time 
the Senate works on it or the time we 
get to conference. 

As I read it again, it has the payment 
of a fee that also might be enforced by 
a civil action by the Secretary of En-
ergy and the Attorney General, with a 
civil penalty of up to $25,000. That’s a 
pretty serious fee. And I can see how 
that might be passed on to any area 
there of operation. 

So here you have a fee, you have a 
board, you have a committee, an in-
spection of company books and records 
and the possibility of a civil penalty all 
being thrust upon solar manufacturers 
and importers, possibly against their 
wishes, all intending to help them. 

But at this point I guess I just have 
to ask the obvious question of why this 
program, if it really will help the man-
ufacturers and importers to find cus-
tomers for their solar products and 
technology, why it would not be offered 
the opportunity to participate in some 
type of a voluntary check-off program 
or a time when they can opt out? 

Would the gentlelady yield for a 
question? 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Chairman, I will 
yield. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. How long would 
it be before they could opt out if this is 
passed? What period is the opt-out pe-
riod, and explain that to us, if you 
would. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Chairman, the 
companies would be able to opt out im-
mediately. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I beg your par-
don? 

Ms. GIFFORDS. To my knowledge, 
those companies will be able to opt out 
if they do not want to participate in 
the program. Again, this is an amend-
ment that was brought to me by the 
Solar Energy Industries Association. 
The solar companies in Arizona that I 
have worked with are all in favor of 
this amendment. Again, it’s a vol-
untary program where the companies 
can choose to opt out if they so choose. 
But it has been successful, Mr. Chair-
man, in many other industries. And the 
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agriculture industries that I mentioned 
are good examples. 

I am certainly willing to work with 
my friend from Texas as this bill moves 
forward, but I do think that there are 
some real benefits to offering this 
amendment. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I would hope 
that you would. A lot of the companies 
that would be affected by this may be 
small businesses, they may not have 
the ability to opt out, and then have to 
bring a receipt to show, to maybe 
claim back some of their outlay. But 
they might be small businesses and 
startups, and I’m really concerned that 
it might have some unintended con-
sequences. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms. 
GIFFORDS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MRS. TAUSCHER 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 18 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk made 
in order by the rule. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 18 offered by Mrs. 
TAUSCHER: 

Page 436, before line 8, insert the following 
(and conform the table of contents of the bill 
accordingly): 
SEC. ll. CAPITAL COST OF CONTRACTING VAN-

POOL PILOT PROGRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of 

Transportation shall establish and imple-
ment a pilot program to carry out vanpool 
demonstration projects in not more than 3 
urbanized areas and not more than 2 other 
than urbanized areas. 

(b) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

5323(i) of title 49, United States Code, for 
each project selected for participation in the 
pilot program, the Secretary shall allow the 
non-Federal share provided by a recipient of 
assistance for a capital project under chapter 
53 of such title to include the amounts de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

(2) CONDITIONS ON ACQUISITION OF VANS.— 
The amount expended by a private provider 
of public transportation by vanpool for the 
acquisition of vans to be used by such pri-
vate provider in the recipient’s service area, 
excluding any amounts the provider may 
have received in Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment assistance for such acquisition, if 
the private provider enters into a legally 
binding agreement with the recipient that 
requires the private provider to use all reve-
nues it receives in providing public transpor-
tation in such service area, in excess of its 
operating costs, for the purpose of acquiring 
vans to be used by the private provider in 
such service area. 

(c) PROGRAM TERM.—The Secretary may 
approve an application for a vanpool dem-
onstration project for fiscal years 2008 
through 2009. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, 

the Secretary shall transmit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs of the Senate, a report containing an 
assessment of the costs, benefits, and effi-
ciencies of the vanpool demonstration 
projects. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. TAUSCHER) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. I yield myself as much time 
as I may consume, and I will be very 
brief. 

I rise today to offer an amendment 
with my friend MIKE ROGERS of Michi-
gan to provide commuters relief from 
soaring gas prices by making van pool-
ing a more viable option. Our initiative 
creates a 2-year pilot program in five 
regions across the country. It will 
allow State and local governments ac-
cess to a Federal Transit Administra-
tion policy known as the Federal Cap-
ital Cost of Contracting. While the 
change is fairly technical, its impact is 
not. It is estimated that this alteration 
could more than triple van pooling 
across the Nation, conserving over 500 
million gallons of fuel per year and 
greatly reducing ozone emissions. 
Moreover, it won’t impact the Federal 
budget, and the vehicles used are made 
by American manufacturers. 

Mr. Chairman, this commonsense 
amendment will give Americans access 
to another form of transportation that 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions, re-
duces congestion and saves fossil fuels. 

I ask my colleagues to support the 
amendment, I understand that Chair-
man OBERSTAR is willing to accept the 
amendment, and I am happy to reserve 
my time. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in opposition only to claim 
time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARTON of Texas. And I do not 

oppose it. I think it’s one of the best 
amendments that’s been offered. Any-
thing we can do to help. This is obvi-
ously something that needs to be done. 
Not only van pooling but car pooling, 
also. And the more emphasis we can 
put on this, this is one of the most 
cost-efficient ways to save transpor-
tation fuels out there. 

All you have to do is go to any free-
way in any urban area in America and 
see all the cars and trucks that have 
only one person in them to understand 
how important this particular amend-
ment is. I’m in very strong support of 
it and would urge its adoption. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Texas for 
his kind words. I once again thank 
Chairman OBERSTAR for his support. I 
urge my colleagues’ support. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
strong support of the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
TAUSCHER) and the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. ROGERS). 

Our Nation is experiencing a public trans-
portation renaissance. Last year, people took 
over 10.1 billion trips on public transportation. 
Transit experienced its highest ridership in 47 
years. 

Currently, transit use reduces U.S. gasoline 
consumption by approximately 1.4 billion gal-
lons per year, or 3.9 million gallons per day. 
However, transit could play a much larger role 
in reducing our dependence on foreign oil if 
the traveling public had additional transit op-
tions. 

One of the lowest cost modes of public 
transportation is vanpooling. Vanpooling is an 
arrangement by which commuters travel to-
gether in a van, usually 6 to 15 passengers. 
Vanpooling is used often in para-transit and 
special needs services, such as providing 
transportation services for the elderly. It is also 
used by employers to transport commuters to 
and from work. Vanpools provide transit serv-
ices in a variety of ways. Public transportation 
agencies own and operate vanpools, and 
often times, the public agencies contract with 
private operators to provide vanpool service. 

This amendment creates a new vanpool 
demonstration program through the Depart-
ment of Transportation to explore the cost and 
energy efficiencies of transit vanpool services. 
It will enhance the ability of communities to 
offer vanpool transit services by providing 
State and local governments access to a Fed-
eral Transit Administration policy known as the 
‘‘Federal Capital Cost of Contracting’’ policy. 
The provision simply provides local govern-
ments with an additional option for using Fed-
eral formula transit dollars. It also allows pri-
vate sector vanpool providers to leverage pri-
vate investment with Federal transit funds, by 
using private capital as a local match, in order 
to lower the cost of joining a vanpool. 

It is estimated that this program could con-
serve over 500 million gallons of fuel per year 
and greatly reduce ozone emissions. The pro-
gram will also provide commuters with in-
creased transit services and options which will 
help reduce congestion nationwide without 
having an impact on the Federal budget. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
Tauscher/Rogers amendment. 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
TAUSCHER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 19 OFFERED BY MR. HOLT 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 19 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I have an 
amendment at the desk made in order 
under the rule. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 19 offered by Mr. HOLT: 
In section 8101(c)(1) of the bill— 
(1) strike ‘‘and’’ before ‘‘to alleviate’’; and 
(2) insert before the period at the end ‘‘, 

and to examine the potential fuel savings 
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from intelligent transportation systems that 
help businesses and consumers to plan their 
travel and avoid delays, including web-based 
real-time transit information systems, con-
gestion information systems, carpool infor-
mation systems, parking information sys-
tems, freight route management, and traffic 
management systems’’. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. HOLT. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I yield myself such time as I may 
consume, and I shall be brief. 

Suppose you are driving to work. 
Now, today you can listen to the radio 
and avoid some delays. But what if you 
had real-time information in your car 
that would instruct you to turn now 
and save 10 minutes on your commute? 
What if you could use that technology 
every day? What if millions of Ameri-
cans used that technology every day? 
You would save time, fuel and money. 

Mr. Chairman, this is not far-fetched. 
The technology exists today, but it is 
not widely implemented, although it 
could be. Information technology is be-
coming cheaper and cheaper. Elec-
tronic systems are now relatively inex-
pensive and easy to install, but we’ve 
really not looked at using them sys-
tematically. My amendment would 
mandate a study of this new tech-
nology, such as web-based real-time in-
formation systems, freight route man-
agement, congestion information sys-
tems, car pool information systems, 
parking information and so forth and 
would examine the fuel savings. 

b 1545 

This amendment, which is supported 
by the Intelligent Transportation Soci-
ety of America, simply calls for a study 
of the energy savings from intelligent 
transportation systems. It, indeed, I 
would argue, is an intelligent amend-
ment, and I believe Mr. OBERSTAR from 
Minnesota would agree. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. HOLT. I would be happy to yield 
to the gentleman from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. In the jurisdiction 
of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, in our title of this 
bill we provide strengthening language 
for the Center for Climate Change and 
Environment in the Department of 
Transportation. And we require the 
Center to study and track low-cost so-
lutions to reducing transportation-re-
lated energy use and greenhouse gas 
emissions, which is exactly in the line 
that the gentleman proposes, potential 
fuel savings and benefits derived from 
intelligent transportation systems. 

We have to use the available tech-
nology on the ground as we do in the 
air for ITS to save fuel and energy for 
aviation. We can apply that technology 
to the ground, as the gentleman is pro-
posing. So we support this amendment. 

Mr. HOLT. I thank the gentleman. 

Again, this is very much in line with 
what the gentleman and his committee 
have authorized. The amendment just 
goes a step farther to require a study of 
the energy savings. I expect we will 
find that they are great, but let’s do 
the study. 

I urge support of this amendment. 
Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 

of my time. 
Mr. BARTON of Texas. We support 

the amendment and seek no time. 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
HOLT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 20 OFFERED BY MR. HASTINGS 

OF FLORIDA 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 20 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I offer an amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 20 offered by Mr. HASTINGS 
of Florida: 

At the end of subtitle A of title II of the 
bill, insert the following: 
SEC. 2104. REPORT ON PROGRESS MADE IN PRO-

MOTING TRANSPARENCY IN EX-
TRACTIVE INDUSTRIES RESOURCE 
PAYMENTS. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to— 

(1) ensure greater United States energy se-
curity by combating corruption in the gov-
ernments of foreign countries that receive 
revenues from the sale of their natural re-
sources, and 

(2) enhance the development of democracy 
and increase political and economic stability 
in such resource-rich foreign countries. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) The United States is the world’s largest 
consumer of oil. The United States accounts 
for 25 percent of global daily oil demand—de-
spite having less than 3 percent of the 
world’s proven reserves. 

(2) 6 of the top 10 suppliers of United States 
crude oil imports rank in the bottom third of 
the world’s most corrupt countries, accord-
ing to Transparency International. 

(3) Corrupt and non-transparent foreign 
governments have a much higher risk of in-
stability and violent unrest, often leading to 
disruptions of energy supplies. In addition, 
the citizens of such countries often remain 
impoverished despite significant resource 
wealth. 

(4) Oil is a fungible commodity. Therefore 
supply disruptions due to political insta-
bility in other parts of the world affect 
United States domestic price and supply re-
gardless of the source of supply. 

(5) Transparency in extractive revenue 
transactions is important to decreasing cor-
ruption and increasing energy security. 

(6) The Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative (EITI) serves to improve invest-
ment climates through the audited disclo-
sure of revenue payments. 

(c) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 
of the United States— 

(1) to increase energy security by decreas-
ing energy reliance on corrupt foreign gov-
ernments; 

(2) to promote global energy security 
through promotion of programs such as EITI 
that seek to instill transparency and ac-
countability into extractive industries re-
source payments. 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should fur-
ther global energy security and promote 
democratic development in resource-rich for-
eign countries by— 

(1) encouraging further participation in the 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initia-
tive (EITI) by eligible countries and compa-
nies; 

(2) promoting the efficacy of the EITI pro-
gram by ensuring a robust and candid review 
mechanism; 

(3) establishing a domestic reporting re-
quirement for all companies that purchase 
natural resources from or make payments to 
government officials or entities connected 
with the extraction of such resources so that 
citizens can monitor expenditures by govern-
ment officials to ensure accountability for 
illicit diversion and wasteful use of revenues 
received; and 

(4) seeking to establish an international re-
porting requirement similar to the reporting 
requirement described in paragraph (3) in 
order to ensure that all international compa-
nies and foreign countries are competing and 
cooperating on a level playing field. 

(e) REPORT.— 
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary 
of State shall submit to Congress a report on 
progress made in promoting transparency in 
extractive industries resource payments. 

(2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report 
required by paragraph (1) shall include a de-
tailed description of United States participa-
tion in the Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative (EITI), bilateral and mul-
tilateral diplomatic efforts to further par-
ticipation in the EITI, and other United 
States initiatives to strengthen energy secu-
rity, deter energy kleptocracy, and promote 
transparency in the extractive industries. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, my amendment is aimed at com-
bating corruption in energy-exporting 
countries and promoting a global en-
ergy security. 

In my capacity as chairman of the 
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, I have held a series of 
hearings on the issue of global energy 
security. I offer this amendment today 
as a culmination of findings from those 
hearings. 

This amendment encourages inter-
national participation in the Extrac-
tive Industries Transparency Initiative 
and similar efforts. This amendment 
will increase the accountability of 
where our energy comes from by urging 
international disclosure of energy 
transactions and requiring the Sec-
retary of State to submit an annual re-
port on EITI compliance. It also states 
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that it is the power of the United 
States to decrease reliance, energy re-
liance on corrupt foreign governments. 

I thank Chairmen LANTOS and DIN-
GELL and my colleagues of the U.S. 
Helsinki Commission and the staff of 
the Helsinki Commission, and mine, 
for their anticipated support. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of this amendment and the underlying 
legislation. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to offer an 
amendment to the H.R. 3221, the New Direc-
tion for Energy Independence, National Secu-
rity, and Consumer Protection Act. The pur-
pose of this amendment is two-fold: to combat 
corruption in energy-exporting countries and to 
promote democracy and the rule of law in 
these countries as well. 

In my capacity as Chairman of the bipar-
tisan, bicameral Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), I have held a 
series of hearings on the issue of global en-
ergy security in the 110th Congress. The top-
ics of those hearings have spanned the vast 
diversity energy concerns of the 56 CSCE 
member nations. I offer this amendment today 
as a culmination of findings from those hear-
ings. 

The United States is the world’s largest con-
sumer of oil, accounting for 25 percent of 
global daily oil demand, despite having less 
than 3 percent of the world’s proven reserves. 
As a result, we are increasingly dependent on 
foreign sources of energy. 

Mr. Chairman, unfortunately, the countries 
that the U.S. has become dependent on for 
that energy are not reliable politically. In fact, 
only two of the world’s top 10 exporters, Nor-
way and Mexico, are established democracies. 
The non-democratic exporting countries face 
political instability, which pose a serious threat 
to the supply and transit of the oil and gas that 
America runs on. 

While it is imperative that we work to limit 
our dependence on foreign oil and change the 
dynamic of supply and demand, it is just as 
important to create more stable and reliable 
sources of energy. As the National Petroleum 
Council recently reported, ‘‘There can be no 
U.S. energy security without global energy se-
curity.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, my amendment meets our 
objective of global energy security by sup-
porting international participation in the Extrac-
tive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) 
and similar efforts. This amendment also 
urges these countries to establish domestic re-
porting requirements for all companies that 
purchase natural resources or make payments 
connected with the extraction of such re-
sources to increase the accessibility of these 
transactions for accountable monitoring. 

My amendment further requires that the 
Secretary of State submit to the Congress an 
annual report which details the United States’ 
own participation in the Extractive Industries 
transparency Initiative, as well as our bilateral 
and multilateral diplomatic efforts to further 
global participation in EITI. This annual report 
would also entail other U.S. initiatives to 
strengthen energy security, deter energy 
kleptocracy, and promote transparency in the 
extractive industries. 

Finally, my amendment states that it is the 
energy policy of the United States ‘‘to increase 
energy security by decreasing energy reliance 
on corrupt foreign governments.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, in order to have a com-
prehensive energy security policy for the na-
tion, we must develop a complete strategy to 
improve transparency and accountability in oil- 
exporting states. My amendment will do just 
that. 

I urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment and the underlying legislation. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN). 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, this 
amendment affects the portion of the 
bill within the jurisdiction of the For-
eign Affairs Committee. Chairman 
LANTOS accepts the amendment and 
commends the gentleman for his excel-
lent work. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I am going to rise in confused op-
position. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. We have been 
trying to figure out what this amend-
ment actually does. Would the author 
try to explain, in terms a Texan could 
understand, what you’re attempting 
here with this amendment? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Sure. I would 
be happy to yield. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. There is a 
requirement for countries to partici-
pate in the extractive industries re-
porting. 

Basically what we are doing is, for 
the first time, asking the Secretary of 
State to encourage countries to par-
ticipate in EITI. EITI is to be renewed 
on September 30. And if we nudge some 
countries, without mentioning names, 
some of them may very well determine 
to participate. That way we will have 
more assurance of our energy supplies 
and try, as best we can, not to partici-
pate in the future with foreign corrupt 
governments. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Reclaiming 
my time, is the gentleman attempting 
to create a system where we encourage 
democratic government in these devel-
oping countries? Are you trying to get 
the countries to adopt specific extrac-
tive practices? What is the underlying 
intent? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Extrac-
tive practices, if the gentleman would 
yield. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. This is not an 
Energy and Commerce issue. The Gov-
ernment Reform Committee is not 
here. So I would say we will withdraw 
our opposition and just be neutral 
based on what the gentleman has said. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HASTINGS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MS. SOLIS 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 21 
printed in part B of House Report 110– 
300. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, I offer an 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 21 offered by Ms. SOLIS: 
At the end of subtitle B of title II of the 

bill, insert the following: 
SEC. 2209. REPORT ON IMPACT OF GLOBAL CLI-

MATE CHANGE ON DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and the heads of other appro-
priate Federal departments and agencies, 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the impact of 
global climate change on developing coun-
tries. 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report 
required by subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) an assessment of the current and antici-
pated needs of developing countries in adapt-
ing to the impact of global climate change; 
and 

(2) a strategy to address the current and 
anticipated needs of developing countries in 
adapting to the impact of global climate 
change, including the provision of United 
States assistance to developing countries, 
and an identification of existing funding 
sources and a description of new funding 
sources that will be required specifically for 
such purposes. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. SOLIS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, today I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment that I’m offering with my 
colleagues, Mr. GILCHREST, Mr. 
CARNAHAN and Mr. KIRK. 

Climate impacts on developing coun-
tries could increase stresses on natural 
resources such as water, drought and 
agriculture and compromise public 
health for the world. Unfortunately, 
developing nations often have weak or 
unstable domestic infrastructures mag-
nifying these impacts. 

The growing security risk of an un-
stable climate have been widely noted. 
On April 17, 2007, the U.N. Security 
Council held an open debate on the 
issue of national security and climate 
change. The issue was also subject of 
discussion at the Winter Parliamen-
tary Assembly meeting of the OSCE, 
which I’m a participant in, on Feb-
ruary 2007 where I was able to talk 
about and give a key address on our bi-
partisan efforts here in the U.S. House. 

A military advisory board, which in-
cluded General Anthony Zinni, Admi-
ral Richard Truly, Admiral Lopez and 
General Gordon Sullivan, concluded 
that climate change is the threat mul-
tiplier for instability and could push 
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already weak and failing governments 
toward authoritarianism and radical 
ideologies. As a result, the U.S. may be 
drawn more frequently into these situ-
ations to either provide stability or re-
construction. 

This amendment, Members, builds on 
the recognition and requires the De-
partment of State, the Agency for 
International Development, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and 
other relevant agencies to assess spe-
cific needs of developing countries in 
adapting to climate changes. Based on 
the assessment, our amendment re-
quires a strategy be submitted to the 
Congress to address these needs, in-
cluding identification of existing fund-
ing and new funding sources which may 
be required for such purposes. 

Please join us in building a founda-
tion to secure developing countries 
from instability associated with cli-
mate change. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN), a member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The amendment af-
fects a portion of the bill within the ju-
risdiction of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. Chairman LANTOS accepts the 
amendment and commends the 
gentlelady and her co-authors on their 
excellent work. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Chairman, 
I rise in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gentle-
woman from Florida is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Chairman, 
what concerns me most about the 
amendment is its requirement for a re-
port by the Secretary that includes a 
strategy to help developing countries 
to adapt to climate change, and I 
quote, ‘‘including the provision of 
United States assistance to developing 
countries and an identification of ex-
isting funding sources, and a descrip-
tion of new funding sources that will be 
required specifically for such pur-
poses.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, it’s one thing to have 
the executive branch agencies compose 
a strategy, but it’s quite another to en-
courage, if not require, such agencies 
to find new ways to justify further in-
creasing U.S. foreign assistance to 
these countries. 

This strategy would come after the 
section of the bill, section 2202, which 
already calls for $200 million every 
year from the year 2008 to the year 2012 
to be allocated for U.S. assistance and 
programs in developing countries that 
‘‘promote clean and efficient energy 
technologies.’’ 

I believe that there is a positive in-
tent behind this amendment, and I 
commend my colleague, Ms. SOLIS, 
from California for offering it. But it 
would be a better proposal if it did not 
have a requirement that the report 
from the Secretary of State include a 
strategy that basically instructs the 
Secretary to tell us how to spend more 
money. 

So I hope that our colleagues would 
reject this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SOLIS. Reclaiming my time, I 
would just like to submit that this is a 
study bill, and that we are exploring 
the possibilities of funding here. 

I would next like to recognize the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
CARNAHAN) for 30 seconds. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise just to add my voice in support of 
this bill and to submit the rest of my 
statement for the RECORD. 

I would like to thank my distinguished col-
leagues, Ms. SOLIS, Mr. GILCHREST, and Mr. 
KIRK for their work on this amendment. 

One of the important pieces of this bill is 
The ‘‘International Climate Cooperation Re-en-
gagement’’ section, which seeks to re-engage 
U.S. involvement in global climate change and 
will work to reduce global greenhouse emis-
sions worldwide. 

Our amendment will help us take another 
step in reducing the effects of global climate 
change. 

Numerous reports have found that climate 
change is directly linked to, and has a dis-
proportionate effect on, developing countries 
by threatening the world’s water supply and 
contributing to global poverty. 

In June 2007, the United Nations High Rep-
resentative for Least Developed Countries 
issued a report stating that climate change 
was the one of the most severe threats facing 
the least developed countries of the world. 

As one of the largest greenhouse gas emit-
ting countries in the world, it is our responsi-
bility to help other countries adapt to the ef-
fects of global warming. 

This amendment will take a crucial step by 
requiring a report on the adaptation needs of 
developing countries, and developing a strat-
egy to address those needs. 

Thank you and I urge adoption of our 
amendment. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 
minute to Mr. GILCHREST, who is also 
one of our major cosponsors of the leg-
islation. 

Mr. GILCHREST. I thank the 
gentlelady for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, what I would like to 
do is, to my colleagues, and certainly 
to the Speaker, if anybody else is lis-
tening, there is a lot of information 
out there about climate change. There 
is a lot of information about how it’s 
going to affect the globe and how it’s 
going to affect the United States. 

If there is any book that I have ever 
read with the written and pictorial 
word of that is ‘‘Earth Under Fire: How 
Global Warming is Changing the 
World,’’ Gary Braasch. 

What we need to do on this issue is 
understand a quote given by Norman 
Cousins who wrote the book 30 years 
ago, ‘‘Human Options.’’ And in that 
book there is a quote. That quote is, 
‘‘Knowledge is the solvent for danger.’’ 
And you put that quote next to another 
one by Thomas Jefferson, which says, 
‘‘ignorance and a free society and a 
successful society are not compatible.’’ 

What we have here is a study to un-
derstand the concept of where human 

activity is not compatible with eons of 
nature design and its impact. 

Let’s learn about that information. 
Let’s vote for this amendment. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, I would 
ask my colleagues to support this very 
important amendment and ask for an 
‘‘aye’’ vote. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SOLIS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, I move 

that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. SAR-
BANES) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
SERRANO, Acting Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 3221) moving the United 
States toward greater energy independ-
ence and security, developing innova-
tive new technologies, reducing carbon 
emissions, creating green jobs, pro-
tecting consumers, increasing clean re-
newable energy production, and mod-
ernizing our energy infrastructure, had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

PERMISSION TO REDUCE TIME 
FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING DUR-
ING FURTHER CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3221 
Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that, during further con-
sideration of H.R. 3221 pursuant to 
House Resolution 615, the Chair may 
reduce to 2 minutes the minimum time 
for electronic voting under clause 6 of 
rule XVIII and clauses 8 and 9 of rule 
XX. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Reserving the 
right to object, and I may not object, I 
just want to ask of the gentlewoman 
from California, has this unanimous 
consent request been cleared with the 
minority leadership? 

Ms. SOLIS. Yes, it has, to my under-
standing. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. And they 
have accepted it? 

Ms. SOLIS. Yes. 
Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I withdraw my reservation. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous material into the 
record on H.R. 3221. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 
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